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Ph.D. PROGRAM Nr. GP7, The Graduate School for Health Sciences, Aarhus University.
Homepage (in Danish): http://www.health.au.dk/forskeruddannelsen 
The Danish Graduate program in Diagnostic Laboratory Medicine/Clinical Biochemistry (LabMed).
Description of the LabMed Ph.D. program.

The program is established in 2008. Updated information’s on the program is presented at the homepage of the Danish Society for Clinical Biochemistry: www.dskb.dk   and at the homepage of the Ph.D. School, The Faculty of Health Science, Aarhus University, that also gives instructions concerning enrollment. 
The program is a central part of a Ph.D. education for young researchers within diagnostic laboratory medicine (clinical biochemistry and related fields).  The program is regularly adjusted and it supplements the educations for MD’s specializing in clinical biochemistry and the postgraduate specialization in clinical biochemistry (e.g. candidates with a MS degree). The program ensures a research oriented strengthening of the two clinical educations. 
The program aims to:
· recruit national and international researchers with an interest for the field 
· support a combined research education and a education to become a specialist within clinical biochemistry
· improve synergy between Danish researchers within the field
· ease the development of new diagnostic possibilities in collaboration with the diagnostic industry
· promote nordic and international collaboration within the field
Target groups
· MD’s with an interest within the field, especially those wanting to specialize in clinical biochemistry
· Individuals with other academic degrees that wants to specialize in clinical biochemistry
· others, that aim to work within the public or private sector in fields related to clinical biochemistry
· candidates aiming for jobs in the diagnostic industry including start up companies.
The scientific strength of the program
Danish clinical biochemistry has an internationally recognized research profile especially within biochemical understanding of patho-physiologic mechanisms. This includes development and validation of new assays and implementation and judgment of new diagnostic strategies. The field has over the years contributed significantly within the areas of diagnostic hematology and haemostasis, intensive medicine, cardiology, metabolism and oncology. 

The program will benefit for the combined Danish knowledge and will strengthen international collaboration and industrial relations.  Participation in courses held at the Nordic level will be a welcomed part of the program.
Organization
The program is open for students enrolled in any of the three Danish Ph.D. Schools run by Faculty of Health Sciences and welcomes students from elsewhere. 

The program is part of and is administered by the Ph.D. School, the Faculty of Health Science, Aarhus University, 
The board renders advice for the Ph.D. schools involved concerning enrollment of students to the program and in other relevant matters in order to ensure that the program can be offered on the highest international level.

Daily administration of the program is run by

Professor Ebba Nexo

Department of Clinical Biochemistry

Aarhus University Hospital

Norrebrogade 44

DK8000 Aarhus C

Phone +45 8949 3083

e-mail: ebbanexo@rm.dk
, with the professor of clinical biochemistry as leader. The program leader refers to the leader of the Ph.D. School at the Faculty of Health Science, Aarhus University.
Board
Currently the board consists of: 
Professor, dr.med. Ebba Nexo, Aarhus (Leader of the program) 
Associate professor  Ph.D. Anne-Mette Hvas, Aarhus
Adj. Professor dr.scient. Anders H. Johnsen, Copenhagen
Professor, dr.med. Lars Bo Nielsen, Copenhagen
Associate professor Ph.D.. Holger Jon Moller, Aarhus
Professor, dr.med. Lars Melholt Rasmussen, Odense 
Professor, dr.med. et scient. Jens F Rehfeld, Copenhagen 
Professor, lPh.D.. Elvar Theodorsson, Linköping, Sweden

The tasks of the board is:
· to promote the aims of the program
· to advice the Ph.D schools of the Faculty of Health Sciences concerning enrollment in the program and other matters of relevance for the program
· to arrange, evaluate and adjust courses of the program 
· to update the list of potential supervisors
The program
The courses offered supplements those offered for all students enrolled at a Ph.D. school within the Faculties of Health Sciences and covers subjects of special relevance for clinical medicine/clinical biochemistry.

Students enrolled in the program are to perform independent research according to an approved protocol within the field covered by the program, to obtain experience in teaching/presenting research results and to follow a theoretical education.

The program aims to give the student experience within research activities and to meet the research educational needs of the individual student. 
The content of the special courses offered are comparable  with those required for MD’s under education to become specialists in clinic cal biochemistry and with those required to obtain a postgraduate specialization in clinical biochemistry. 
The theoretical education is under reconstruction and will announced during the spring of 2009
